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friendly. He has implemented programs
such as Kids’ Corner, the Diversity
Council, and a flextime policy to allow
parents greater schedule flexibility.

In addition, Tony Burns personifies
community involvement, including
service to the Boy Scouts of America.

Mr. President, as we approach a new
millennium and look back on the all-
but-completed Twentieth Century, we
are reminded of the importance of the
dedicated people who strive to improve
both their workplace and their commu-
nity. I commend Tony Burns for his
business acumen, his leadership, and
his commitment to his company and
the south Florida community. As he
prepares to celebrate his 25th anniver-
sary with Ryder, I ask you to join me
and his many friends in extending con-
gratulations and best wishes.∑
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ON BEHALF OF THE LATE JIM
BETHEL, DEAN EMERITUS OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHING-
TON’S COLLEGE OF FOREST RE-
SOURCES

∑ Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I rise to
acknowledge the passing of an eminent
teacher, scientist and academic admin-
istrator in my state. On Tuesday, May
18, Jim Bethel, Dean Emeritus of the
University of Washington’s College of
Forest Resources, died in a Seattle hos-
pital.

Dean Bethel was one of the Nation’s
most prominent and influential for-
estry leaders and was recognized both
nationally and internationally. During
his 17-year tenure as Dean from 1964 to
1981, he was a principal architect of
creative educational innovations and
related research programs that have
endured in one way or another to this
day. Furthermore, his extensive experi-
ence and leadership in international
forestry affairs has contributed greatly
to the College’s involvement in inter-
national academic and research activi-
ties.

As an administrator, Dean Bethel set
an undeniably high standard for his
successors, faculty and administrators
to emulate. Dean Bethel was respon-
sible for initiating the College’s pulp
and paper program and the Center for
Quantitative Science. Under his leader-
ship, the College was repeatedly ranked
among the top five forestry institu-
tions in the U.S. Incidentally, while
Dean, Bethel never gave up teaching
two undergraduate courses, conducting
personal research and advising grad-
uate students.

Bethel received a BS degree from the
University of Washington and advanced
degrees at Duke University. In fact, he
was one of the first individuals to be
granted a Doctor of Forestry. Bethel
held faculty appointments at Pennsyl-
vania State University and Virginia
Polytechnic University. During a 10-
year stint at North Carolina State Uni-
versity, he was Professor and the Di-
rector of the Wood Products Labora-
tory and acting Dean of the Graduate
School. He worked at the National

Science Foundation for three years
prior to becoming the Associate Dean
of the Graduate School at the Univer-
sity of Washington. He also served as
Professor and subsequently the Dean of
the College of Forest Resources.

Several organizations recognized
Bethel’s scientific contribution: he was
elected fellow of the Society of Amer-
ican Foresters, the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science
and the International Academy of
Wood Sciences. He served on various
boards and was a consultant to the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences. Bethel
also served on the President’s Council
on Environmental Quality. He was one
of the founders of the Forest Products
Research Society.

Bethel has significantly influenced
the lives of many professional for-
esters. Perhaps his greatest and most
enduring professional legacy are his
graduate students who went on to re-
sponsible and successful positions, and
the impressive list of professional jour-
nal articles and books.

Dean Bethel will be missed by those
concerned about the scientific steward-
ship of forest resources in my State
and the world.∑
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PLIGHT OF THE KURDISH PEOPLE

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise today
out of concern for the plight of the
Kurdish people living in Northern Iraq
and Eastern Turkey. They have been
victims of some of the most egregious
human rights abuses in recent years in-
cluding brutal military attack, random
murder, and forced exile from their
homes. While American efforts in
Northern Iraq have greatly improved
the plight of the Kurds, there is cer-
tainly much room for improvement
both there and in Turkey.

In 1988, the world was stunned by the
horrific pictures of the bodies of inno-
cent Kurds disfigured by the effects of
a poison gas attack by Saddam Hus-
sein. We may never know exactly how
many people died in that particular at-
tack due to Saddam Hussein’s efforts
to cover up his culpability. The number
of victims, however, is most likely in
the thousands.

This was certainly not Iraq’s first de-
plorable attack on the Kurds and,
sadly, it was not destined to be the
last. Yet, this attack continues to rep-
resent a stark milestone in the long
list of deplorable deeds Saddam Hus-
sein has perpetrated against his own
people.

In recent years, however, the United
States has come to the aid of the Kurds
of Northern Iraq. At the conclusion of
the Gulf War, the United States and
our allies established ‘‘no-fly’’ zones
over Northern and Southern Iraq.
These zones, plus the damage the Iraqi
military sustained during Operation
Desert Storm, have mercifully cur-
tailed Saddam Hussein’s ability to at-
tack the Kurds in Northern Iraq. Mr.
President, the men and women of the
United States Air Force who risk Iraqi

anti-aircraft fire over Iraq each day in
order to enforce these no-fly zones de-
serve our support and commendation.
Not only do their efforts protect na-
tions throughout the region and around
the world from Saddam Hussein’s ag-
gression, but their daily flights serve
as sentries against human rights
abuses.

Mr. President, the United States has
taken other, more direct actions to
help the Kurds of Northern Iraq. Fol-
lowing the Gulf War, the United States
Agency for International Development
worked to provide important humani-
tarian assistance to Iraqi Kurds. When
Iraqi incursions into the region once
again threatened the lives of thousands
of innocent civilians, the United States
worked to evacuate more than 6,500
people to the safety of Guam. Many
were later granted asylum in the
United States.

Our relationship with the Kurdish
people of Northern Iraq is not a one-
way street. More than 2,000 of the
Kurds who the United States evacuated
in 1996 were either employees of Amer-
ican relief agencies or family members
of those employees. Others have pro-
vided invaluable intelligence informa-
tion to the United States.

As I mentioned earlier, many Kurds
also live in Eastern Turkey. A minor-
ity of Turkish Kurds have taken up
arms against the democratically elect-
ed Turkish government in a bid for
independence. Unfortunately, both
sides in this internal conflict are guilty
of human rights abuses against inno-
cent Kurdish civilians.

The Kurdistan Workers Party, or
PKK, has devolved into a terrorist or-
ganization targeting not only Turkish
military and police forces but innocent
Kurdish civilians as well. While reli-
able estimates of the number of vic-
tims are extremely hard to come by, it
is clear that thousands, probably tens
of thousands, have died at the hands of
the PKK.

As is often the case, neither side in
the dispute holds a monopoly on
human rights abuses. The PKK’s ac-
tions unquestionably demand a re-
sponse from the Turkish government.
Rather than a measured and targeted
response, however, Turkey has declared
a state of emergency in a large portion
of Eastern Turkey, directly affecting
more than 4 million of its citizens.

Under the state of emergency, Tur-
key has severely rationed food, leading
to great hardship amongst innocent ci-
vilians. In addition, Turkey has forced
hundreds of thousands of people out of
their homes, leaving more than 2,600
towns and villages mere ghost towns.

These actions are all aimed at sup-
pressing the PKK’s terrorism. Yet, the
government has actively targeted not
only known terrorists but those be-
lieved to agree with the PKK’s goal of
independence—although perhaps not
their methods—as well. Even those who
support neither the PKK’s goals nor
their means suffer at the hands of the
Turkish military and police forces.
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Thus, Turkey’s Kurdish population is
under attack from both sides without
any place to hide.

Turkey is both a democracy and an
important ally of the United States. In
Kosovo and Bosnia, Turkey has stood
firmly with other NATO members
against human rights abuses. In recent
weeks, Turkey has opened its borders
to tens of thousands of innocent
Kosovars desperate to escape Slobodan
Milosevic’s murderous rampage. Tur-
key, along with our other NATO allies,
deserves a great deal of credit for its
principled stand in the Balkans. In
fact, Turkey has allowed the United
States to enforce the no-fly zone over
Northern Iraq from our air force base
on Turkish soil.

Yet, it would be inappropriate for us
to overlook Turkey’s human rights
abuses against its own people simply
because of its commendable actions
elsewhere. Mr. President, the inten-
tional murder of innocent non-combat-
ants is an anathema to the United
States regardless of where it occurs or
who the perpetrator is. Thus, the
PKK’s efforts to intimidate others by
random murder, certainly not indic-
ative of all Kurds, deserves our con-
demnation as does Turkey’s abuse of
its own innocent citizens in the pursuit
of terrorists.

Mr. President, we must never let our
nation’s commitment to the protection
of human rights lapse. As we sit here
today, the human rights of an entire
race of people in Turkey and Iraq are
under assault. I urge my colleagues to
join me in condemning these abuses.∑
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TRIBUTE TO COGGESHALL ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL ON ITS 100TH
ANNIVERSARY

∑ Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise to
congratulate Coggeshall Elementary
School of Newport, Rhode Island,
which this year celebrates its 100th an-
niversary.

Coggeshall has seen much since it
opened to students in 1899. It has seen
the rise of the automobile, the inven-
tion of the airplane, and the emergence
of the Internet. It has weathered the
great hurricanes of 1938 and 1954. It was
around for 5 Boston Red Sox World Se-
ries wins and all the summers and au-
tumns of bitter defeat since the last in
1918. Coggeshall has seen its graduates
serve in two World Wars. It has seen its
female students earn the right to vote.

Since Coggeshall opened its doors,
the sound barrier and the four minute
mile were broken, Charles Lindburg
traversed the Atlantic, Neil Armstrong
walked on the moon, and Rosa Parks
ignited the Civil Rights movement.

Mr. President, Coggeshall Elemen-
tary has not only experienced history,
it has shaped it. Coggeshall and its
teachers have had an impact on genera-
tions of Newport’s students. The
school’s influence is certain to reach
far into the future.

I want to take this opportunity to
commend Coggeshall Elementary for

its continuing legacy to Rhode Island—
its students.

Recently, Jessica Perry, a fifth grade
student at Coggeshall, penned a history
of the school. I ask unanimous consent
that her paper be printed in the
RECORD, and I urge my colleagues to
join me in congratulating Coggeshall
Elementary on its 100th anniversary.

There being no objection, the material was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as fol-
lows:

HISTORY OF COGGESHALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

(By Jessica Perry, Grade 5)

Coggeshall Elementary School was built
beginning 1898. It opened to students in 1899.
This year Coggeshall will be celebrating its
100th anniversary.

When Coggeshall was first opened there
was a boys and girls entrance, boys had to go
in one door and the girls had to go in the
other door. Boys and girls almost always
rode their bicycles so they had a bike room.
Where the library is now is where the boys
bike room was located. Where the kitchen is
now was the girls bike room. There was no
office. There were only four classrooms each
on the 1st and 2nd floor.

The school had been open for a short period
of time in the spring of 1899. June 24, 1899
was the formal dedication. The keys were
given to mayor Boyle and Superintendent of
Schools Baker. At the same time there was
a graduation of Miss Gilpan’s class. The girls
wore white dresses and the stage was deco-
rated with flowers. Lots of important people
were there. Children sang and read their es-
says they had written, the newspaper said
the school was the best constructed building
of its kind they had ever seen. They said it
had ‘‘tinted walls, high ceilings and pleasant
prospects.’’ Mr. Denniston and Mr. Belle do-
nated the flag and flag pole.

From 1936–1971 there was a half-day kinder-
garten class as well as grades one to six. In
the fall of 1976 grade six was moved to the
Sullivan School. Now the sixth grade is lo-
cated at the Thompson Middle School.
Coggeshall has always had a kindergarten
class until 1981. There was no kindergarten
that year. In 1982 the kindergarten came
back. It left again in 1990 for one year. In
1996 an all day kindergarten was begun at
the school.

Throughout the years changes have been
made to the school. There are new chimneys,
we added a fire escape, new school sign,
parking lot, new windows and shrubs. There
are also telephone poles, electric wires and
cars that were not here in 1899!

Since 1936 there have been 12 principals,
the principal that was here the longest is
Mary Ryan. She stayed for 14 years! The
principal that stayed the shortest is Dr.
Mary Koring. She worked here for only one
year. In the early years the principals
Charles Carter, Irvin Henshaw, and Leo
Connerton was the principal of Sheffield
School and Coggeshall School. After the
1950’s the principal was only in charge of
Coggeshall School. Mr. Borgueta is the Su-
perintendent of Schools now and Mr. Frizelle
is the principal.∑
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‘‘NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS
WEEK

∑ Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to America’s
small businesses—the backbone of our
nation’s vibrant economy. As my col-
leagues may know, this week is recog-
nized as ‘‘National Small Business
Week.’’

As a former small businessman, I be-
lieve small businesses have always
been one of the leading providers of
jobs throughout our communities.
Today, there are over 24 million small
businesses that serve as the principal
source of new jobs, employing more
than 52 percent of the private work-
force.

In particular, I am very proud of the
tremendous growth in women-owned
businesses over the last several years.
According to the National Foundation
for Women Business Owners, there are
more than 166,000 women-owned busi-
nesses in my home state of Minnesota,
employing 349,800 people and gener-
ating $42.3 billion in sales. Between
1987 and 1996 the number of women-
owned businesses increased dramati-
cally, by over 73 percent.

Mr. President, one of the unique as-
pects of Minnesota’s small business
community is the large number of
high-tech companies throughout our
state. I certainly envision an impor-
tant role for small, high-technology
businesses in meeting the nation’s
science and technology in the years
ahead. Small businesses account for 28
percent of jobs in high-technology sec-
tors and represent 96 percent of all ex-
porters, underscoring the important
role the small business community will
have toward developing a 21st century
economy that is globally and techno-
logically driven.

During ‘‘National Small Business
Week,’’ I am proud to share with my
colleagues the special recognition re-
cently granted by the Small Business
Administration to two dedicated Min-
nesotans: Comfrey Mayor Linda Wallin
and Ms. Supenn Harrison, a res-
taurateur in Minneapolis.

Mr. President, in 1997 several commu-
nities in Minnesota were threatened by
terrible tornadoes and floods. Almost
immediately, Mayor Wallin provided
courageous leadership to protect the
community of Comfrey from this dan-
gerous natural disaster. In addition to
establishing a command center to co-
ordinate efforts to rebuild and provide
relief to residents, Mayor Wallin se-
cured assistance from the SBA to re-
build a civic center, a new library, and
an elementary school. This year, the
SBA has honored her with the ‘‘Phoe-
nix Award’’ for those who have dis-
played confidence, optimism, and love
of community while surmounting near
disaster.

Ms. Supenn Harrison, a successful
CEO of Sawatdee, a Thai restaurant in
Minneapolis, represents the finest of
Minnesota’s small business owners. Ms.
Harrison is Minnesota’s 1999 honoree as
one of the fifty finalists to be consid-
ered for the National Small Business
Person of the Year. Ms. Harrison’s in-
vestment in her company and employ-
ees through constant efforts to update
equipment, implement new marketing
strategies, and encourage high em-
ployee morale underscores her commit-
ment to a strong economy.

Mr. President, I am honored to recog-
nize the contributions of Minnesota’s
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